
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Parent/Guardian, 

 

The following pages of this scheduling booklet contain the important information that your son or 

daughter, in collaboration with parents and guardians, will use to select courses for next year.  The 

Northern Lebanon faculty has prepared this booklet to assist everybody with a brief overview of our 

offerings. 

 

Questions should be directed to the school counselors, classroom teachers, and faculty advisors.  We have 

worked hard to deliver rigorous course offerings, as well as courses that meet the varying demands of our 

students.  Courses selected now have a great impact on our children’s future.  Please take time to review 

the information with your child in the most serious and conscientious manner. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Bradly Reist 

Principal 
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CAREER PLANNING 

 
To address the changing educational needs of our students in the 21st Century, Northern Lebanon School District has 
adopted a career pathway approach to course selection.  Each year students are asked to consider and identify a career and 
educational plan that fits their interests and abilities. The business community is currently experiencing a serious lack of 
skilled employees. Workers in the 21st Century need communication skills, problem-solving ability, the ability to work as 
a member of a team, and skills in a variety of areas.  Workplace learning will be the norm and students need to realize that 
learning will continue beyond high school. Students need to be committed to learning and understand that the post-
secondary expectation is to excel. Exploring career directions will help students understand program requirements and the 
employment needs of the future. 

 
 
PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Northern Lebanon believes that parents have a unique opportunity to help their children develop and move into adulthood 
as easily as possible. This can be accomplished in a variety of ways. Parents attending school information sessions will be 
provided with information to help them understand the choices their children will have to make. Establishing contacts 
within the school community will provide parents with the information needed to help their children make decisions.  
 
 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Students need to understand the relationship between their education and their future goals. Regardless of the pathway 
chosen, it is essential that today’s student realizes the necessity of establishing career directions and working toward those 
goals. Students need to become aware of their potential and how to use that potential to establish career direction. 
Students are expected to take advantage of the opportunities available to them.   
In selecting pathways and courses, students should ask themselves: 

 
 Have I developed goals (short-term, intermediate, and long-term)? 
 What middle school courses should I take to prepare for these goals? 
 What skill-level do I need in math and science? 
 Will my extra-curricular activities impact my future goals? 
 Who will help me reach my future goals? 

 



PLANNING A PROGRAM OF STUDY 
 
A student’s program of study is most important. Selection of courses should be made only after careful deliberation has 
been given to the student’s abilities, interests, past academic achievement, and post-secondary academic plans. A program 
of study that is consistent with a student’s goals and objectives should be developed. To do this, it is necessary that the 
student confer with teachers, the school counselor, and parents. 
 
Student requests are completed yearly using the ClassChoice program; however, a student request does not guarantee 
placement in the class. Scheduling requirements and minimum class size will be factors involved in the final 
determination of course offerings. The student should be cognizant of the following information: 
 

• In all sequential disciplines, such as world languages, mathematics, business education, etc., a student must 
complete the earlier course with a satisfactory grade before continuing the sequence. 

• Courses are offered on a semester or yearly basis. Credit is awarded upon completion of the course. 
• Schedule Changes: Since scheduling of students and classes is a cumbersome, time-consuming task, student 

schedules may not be changed following the deadline set by the Middle School each academic year. Once 
schedules are finalized, core courses will not be adjusted to accommodate elective changes.  
 

After school starts: In order for a student schedule change to be honored, it must meet one of the 
following criteria: 
 a.    Academic misplacement 

b. Addition of a missing prerequisite 
 

The student should discuss the change with the school counselor and complete the necessary form. After the 
school counselor, parent/guardian, and principal have approved the change, the student will be notified as to 
when the change is to take effect. Schedule changes will be considered only during the first two weeks (10 
days) of a course. 
 

 
V3 ACADEMY 
 
The V3 Academy is our virtual program that gives students the opportunity to take classes in an online setting.  This 
program has a rigorous curriculum and requires the student to be self-motivated.  To be successful, students must be able 
to have self-control and focus on schoolwork for the required amount of time.  Depending on a student’s self-control, a 
student may need to eliminate or limit messaging, music, TV, and other distractions. 
 
Parents are vital to the success of a student in the V3 Academy.  Although students are young adults, they still need to be 
guided and nurtured.  While the V3 Academy has many electronic ways to monitor a student, the parent is the human eyes 
and ears.  Parents have first-hand knowledge of the student’s strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Once a student has been enrolled in an online course, they have two weeks from the date of enrollment to drop the course.  
After two weeks, students will be required to complete the online course and the grades will be recorded on the transcript.  
Any student who drops an online course will not be allowed to take the same online course again.  In addition to the above 
guidelines, all online courses are treated the same as traditional courses and follow the same criteria for enrollment and 
drops as defined in the career planner. 
 
The decision to enroll a student into the V3 Academy requires the input of many parties including students, parents, 
teachers, guidance counselors, administration, and the V3 Academy Coordinator.  All involved parties will have the 
opportunity to voice their input regarding the placement of a student into the V3 Academy.  The school district has the 
final decision on whether or not placement into the V3 Academy is in the best interest of the student. Our policy maintains 
that students must first be placed into courses that are offered in the classroom before substituting a classroom course.  
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ELECTIVE COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 

010702  Public Speaking/Debate I   Grades 7 – 9  .5 Cr.   Unweighted Course 
This introductory course covers a variety of styles of public speaking and formal debate. Students will become familiar 
with these styles through instruction, research, and practice.  
 
010904  Creative Writing    Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 80% or better in previous year’s English course 
This one-semester course is designed for students to enhance their creative writing abilities and stimulate their 
imaginations. Students will actively involve themselves in the process of inventing, creating, and fictionalizing in various 
genres such as poetry, short stories, and drama. In addition, students will have the opportunity to publish their works and 
participate in writing competitions.  
 
010905 Introduction to Journalism   Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This introductory course explores the fundamentals and principles of journalism. Students will study the role of news 
media in our society and the elements of writing for this media. Topics covered will include basic photographic 
techniques, digital imaging, and desktop publishing. This is a basic theory course for students planning to continue along 
the communications pathway.  
 
010907  WVIK Radio     Grades 7 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
WVIK Radio familiarizes students with the basics of electronic media. Students will practice using microphones and 
video systems, create short clips that they present in class, as well as become familiar with radio equipment and its 
practical uses. This is a hands-on course through which students will have access to radio equipment to create, produce, 
and broadcast radio shows. 
 

 
WORLD LANGUAGE 

 
093004 American Sign Language 7/8   Grades 7 & 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This is an exploratory course which introduces the fundamental elements of American Sign Language within a cultural 
context. Emphasis is placed on the development of basic expressive and receptive skills, as well as cultural awareness. 
 
050901 American Sign Language I   Grades 7 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 70% or better in previous year’s English course 
This course introduces the fundamental elements of American Sign Language within a cultural context. Emphasis is 
placed on the development of basic expressive and receptive skills. Upon completion, students will be able to comprehend 
and respond with grammatical accuracy to express American Sign Language and demonstrate cultural awareness. 
 
050902 Spanish I     Grades 7 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 70% or better in previous year’s English course 
This course introduces and emphasizes proficiency in pronunciation, listening, reading, writing, and translating skills 
through the use of texts, workbooks, and videos. 
  
051002 Spanish II     Grades 8 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 70% or better in Spanish I 
This course continues the skills of reading, writing, pronunciation, listening, and translation that were introduced in 
Spanish I through the use of texts, workbooks, videos, and worksheets. 
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091803 German 7/8     Grades 7 & 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This is an exploratory course in which the four language skills of understanding, speaking, reading, and writing are 
equally stressed. Students will be expected to take tests and quizzes, perform oral activities, do written assignments, and 
participate in class. 
 
 
050905 German I     Grades 7 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 70% or better in previous year’s English course 
In this course, the four language skills of understanding, speaking, reading, and writing are equally stressed. Students will be 
expected to take tests and quizzes, perform oral activities, do written assignments, and participate in class. 
 
 
051001 German II     Grades 8 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 70% or better in German I 
This course is a continuation of the first year with greater emphasis on the written word and the grammatical structure. 
Sentences and dialogue increase in length. Students must take tests, do written activities, and participate in speaking activities. 
 
 

BUSINESS EDUCATION & COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 
831104  Computers 8     Grade 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This is a required course for 8th grade 
This course introduces many concepts in computer education and is designed to provide the student with a working 
knowledge and vocabulary of many common application software packages. These include: word processing, databases, 
spreadsheets, desktop publishing, and presentation software. 
 
060905 Accounting I     Grades 8 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This course prepares students to develop the ability to analyze and record transactions and interpret the results of business 
operations from a financial standpoint. The student gains a wide background in business organization and procedures, 
along with the related business terminology. It is designed as a beginning vocational course and provides a basic 
background for students preparing for an accounting field or for a business career. An excellent background course for all 
students, Accounting I can be taken for keeping personal records, for understanding the language of business, or for 
orientation to advanced study in business administration. The student will learn to understand business transactions, 
maintain journals and ledgers, make trial balances, understand adjusting and closing entries, and prepare financial reports 
of the condition of the business. 
 
060906  Video Editing I      Grades 8 – 12     .5  Cr.  Unweighted Course 
In this course, students will learn the basic equipment and procedures involved in video production through hands-on 
practical projects. They will experience the thrill and stress involved in meeting the demanding deadlines as in the 
journalism industry. Students will be involved in various small video projects. While students are creating these projects, 
they will be improving their communication skills. Students will explore the importance of visual and audible elements as 
they relate to communication. 
 
061108  Student Technology Team    Grades 7 – 12     .5/1  Cr. Unweighted Course  
This course allows students to be a part of the technology helpdesk for 1to1 students. Students will be housed primarily in 
the high school library and will assist students who are experiencing difficulty with their 1to1 devices. Basic hardware and 
software repairs will be taught, allowing the student technology team to practice real world skills on student 
devices. Students will also be required to track the number of clients and the work performed. 
 
060901  Computer Applications   Grades 8 & 9  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This is a mandatory course for all ninth-grade students but may be taken in eighth grade and will fulfill the computer 
requirement for graduation. In the class, students will reinforce basic computer skills. Students will work in the following 
areas: word processing, database management, spreadsheet applications, presentation skills, desktop publishing, and 
Internet research. The students will have time to reinforce basic concepts and computer skills. 
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FINE ARTS 
 

831404  Art 7/8      Grades 7 & 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
In this class, students will learn the basic elements and principles of design, artist concepts, problem solving skills, and 
manipulation of art materials. Students will understand, select, and apply media techniques and processes and elements 
and organizational principles of art to their own artworks. Students will also analyze the visual arts in relation to history 
and various cultures and civilizations, as well as reflect upon, describe, analyze, interpret, and value their own work and 
the work of others. It will be important for students to understand that art not only exists in a museum but is also an active 
ingredient in our daily lives, shaping our surrounding environments and everyday experiences. 
 
070901 Fundamentals of Art    Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite: 80 % or better in Art 7/8 
This elective art course is designed to introduce students to the elective fine arts program and is the prerequisite for all 
other art courses. This course includes the study of art appreciation, art history, drawing, sculpture, painting, aesthetics, 
and illustration. Students will use varied media and techniques within their projects. Students will be prepared to enter the 
upper-level courses by successfully completing this program. During class, students will need to be innovative and 
productive. Motivation, problem-solving, and creativity are keys to success in terms of both production and evaluation. 
This study includes lecture, discussion, demonstration, participation, research, and production. A sketchbook is an out-of-
class requirement.  
 
071001 Drawing & Design I    Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite: 80% or better in Fundamentals of Art 
071103 Drawing & Design II     Grades 8 – 12     .5 Cr.   Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite: 80% or better in Fundamentals of Art and 80% in Drawing & Design I 
Each student will explore the use of varied media and technique to produce at least eight projects per semester. Through 
these projects, the student will gain some insight into the careers that exist and their educational requirements. A 
motivated student will be rewarded through self-satisfaction and a deeper understanding of the visual arts upon 
completion of the course. Aesthetics play an important role for the successful student. In class, the student will need to be 
innovative and productive, and problem-solving and creativity are keys to success in terms of both production and 
evaluation. This course is required of students who plan to take painting, sculpture, or illustration. A sketchbook is an out-
of-class requirement. 
 
831504  Music 7/8     Grades 7 & 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Students will cover a wide variety of musical concepts that encompass the ten music content standards contained in the 
National Standards for Arts Education. These will be achieved by learning and performing through singing, developing 
students’ study of musical concepts (rhythm, melody, tempo, form, meter, timbre, texture, and dynamics), and creating, 
composing, and notating new melodies of their own. Finally, students will strive toward understanding their own culture, 
as well as historical cultures, through in-depth study of the musical periods of popular music and how it is related to the 
music they listen to today. 
 
070904 Music Theory      Grades 8 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite: Music 7/8 
Any serious music student must study music theory. This course is designed to present the fundamental concepts of music 
in a manner that will prepare graduates to succeed in college-level music courses. It is highly recommended for both vocal 
and instrumental music students who are interested in pursuing a career in music education or performance. The course 
requires knowledge of the basic musical elements such as key signatures, note identification, and note values. A 
background in music is preferable. Students should be prepared to write music every day. 
 
070701  Intermediate Band    Grades 6 – 8   up to 1.0 Cr. Unweighted Course 
Band members will have sectional rehearsals on a rotating basis, subject to acceptable grades (2.0 or above) and the 
concurrence of the subject area teacher. Enrollment is subject to instrumental needs and a satisfactory audition of scales, 
sight-reading, and a prepared solo. An ability to perform is necessary. Those enrolled in Instrumental Music are expected 
to perform at the Christmas Concert, Spring Concert, and community parades. However, students who are enrolled in only 
the Instrumental Music curriculum are not eligible to participate in the major trips taken by students selecting to 
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participate in the extra-curricular band activity. Students participating in Instrumental Music will be allowed to participate 
in ensemble groups, stage band, and district, regional, and state events. The teacher may call for additional evening 
practices, provided such rehearsals are announced at least five school days in advance. 
 
070912  Intermediate Concert Choir    Grades 6 – 9  up to 1.0 Cr. Unweighted Course 
This course is for students who enjoy singing. Students selecting this course do NOT have to audition for the instructor. 
Anyone who loves to sing may join. 
 
070907  Piano - Beginner    Grades 7 – 12   .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Students who already have a background in piano, who are currently taking piano lessons, and understand basic note 
reading and music theory skills should not take the Beginner Piano course. This course is designed for students with little 
or no knowledge of the piano. 
This is a beginning keyboard class designed to teach students the fundamentals of playing the piano. This will be an 
independent workshop class geared toward training the beginning piano student. Students will start with an introduction of 
the basics of piano technique and continue throughout the year working independently to increase piano skills. Each 
student will work at his/her own pace.  
 
070908  Piano - Intermediate/Advanced  Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 75% or better in Piano – Beginner or playing test with instructor. Students who have taken lessons and have 
a basic knowledge of the piano or students who are currently taking piano lessons may also take this class. 
Middle school students may only take this course if they are highly qualified and if they are looking to accompany the 
choral groups in the future. 
This is an intermediate to advanced keyboard class. Students enrolled in this class must have experience at the piano 
beyond beginner skills. They must demonstrate knowledge of scales, chords, correct fingerings, and be able to play music 
at an intermediate level. Students will work independently to increase sight-reading ability, score reading, choral 
accompaniment, and also be required to prepare pieces for performance in recitals. Students will study a wide repertoire 
of musical genres specific to each historical period, including popular music. 
 
070910  History of Popular Music   Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course   
Middle School Prerequisite:  Music 7-8 
This course traces the history of popular music from its beginning roots in Tin Pan Alley to the present. Students will 
study a wide repertoire of music from each decade and genres specific to those years. There will be detailed discussions, 
presentations, tests, and papers required for each chapter. 
 
070911  Jazz Studies     Grades 7 – 12  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite:  Music 7-8 
This course traces the history of jazz music from its roots in New Orleans to the present. Students will study a wide 
repertoire of music from each decade and genres specific to those years. This course also includes lessons in music theory 
as pertaining to jazz music, as well as the application of the lessons to the students’ instruments. 
 

 
FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE 

 
831704  Family Connections III    Grades 7 & 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This course is designed to teach skills for independent living. The units covered are family, communication, childcare, 
maintenance and repair of consumer goods, use of technology, career exploration, and financial management. 
 
080901 Intro. to Family Studies   Grades 8 & 9  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite:  Family Connections III 
This course focuses on skills needed for life in the areas of relationships and family dynamics. Personal, child, and family 
relationship skills will be emphasized, and students will develop skills and activities that can be used when working with 
children. Upon successful completion of hands-on activities, a baby-sitting certificate will be awarded. 
 
 



 

9      

***Course offerings will be dependent on student interest.*** 

080902 Intro. to Food & Nutrition   Grades 8 & 9  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite:  Family Connections III 
This course will focus on nutrition and small appliance food preparation. Students will also discuss beginning meal 
planning principles and will learn how to prepare a basic meal.  
 
080903 Intro. to Design     Grades 8 & 9  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite:  Family Connections III 
This course will focus on the selection of clothing and housing. Within the area of fabric and textiles, the selection of 
clothing and techniques involved in the construction of a garment are examined. Housing choices and floor plans will be 
evaluated. Students will design a bedroom. All clothing project materials are the responsibility of the students. 

 
 

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION 
 

090901 Elements of Agri-Science   Grades 7 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This course is a prerequisite for all Agriculture courses and must be passed with a 70% to take additional classes.  
This course is designed to give students a basic overview of agri-science, along with the many career and study options 
available. Students will participate in animal, plant, soil, and food science activities as well as agriculture mechanics, 
aquaculture, and wildlife management. Supervised Agricultural Experience Project (SAEP), FFA, and leadership 
activities will also be incorporated into this course. 
 
090904 Aquaculture, Wildlife & Forestry Management-(2020-2021) Grades 8 – 12 1.0 Cr. Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: Elements of Agri-Science 
This course combines the study of fish production with wildlife and forestry management. Students learn the techniques 
and processes involved in the successful production and marketing of fish and fish products. Students will gain practical 
experience in raising freshwater fish from early growth stages to harvest size. This course will also cover identification, 
population control, and habitat production of Pennsylvania’s wildlife. In forestry management, students will understand 
tree identification and biology, woodland management, and forest products. 2020-2021 it will be offered.  
 
 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY and ENGINEERING 
 

831604  Technology Education 8   Grade 8  .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
This course is designed to explore a variety of contemporary technologies that are impacting our society. Students will 
develop an understanding of the benefits and importance of physical, communication, energy, power, and bio-related 
technologies. Students will further develop their critical thinking and experimental skills by working through the 
technological design process to complete various design challenges within a laboratory setting. Students will gain a 
working knowledge of technological design and problem-solving as a result of the variety of hands-on projects and 
assignments.  
 
100901  Applied Technology    Grades 8 – 10   .5 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite:  Technology Education 8 
The Applied Technology course is a prerequisite for the Manufacturing Production and Engineering Design major 
programs. 
This semester-long course is designed to introduce students to the world of technology through hands-on exploration of 
communication, energy, and power technologies. Students will explore various units of study that may include, but are not 
limited to, dragster prototype design and testing, residential electricity control, transportation technology, 3D computer 
modeling, computer aided drawing and design, digital imaging, and various additional computer software applications. 
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Appendix A 
Proposed New Courses 

 

***New course offerings will be dependent on student interest and approval of planned instruction.*** 
 

WORLD LANGUAGE 
 
050906 American Sign Language II   Grades 7 – 12  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Prerequisite: 70% or better average in ASL I 
This course introduces the fundamental elements of American Sign Language within a cultural context. Emphasis is 
placed on the development of basic expressive and receptive skills. Upon completion, students will be able to comprehend 
and respond with grammatical accuracy to express American Sign Language and demonstrate cultural awareness. 

 
 

APPLIED TECHNOLOGY and ENGINEERING 
 
091604 Technology Student Association  Grades 7 – 8  1.0 Cr.  Unweighted Course 
Middle School Prerequisite:  Technology Education 6 
The Technology Student Association (TSA) enhances personal development, leadership, and career opportunities within 
science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM), whereby members apply and integrate these concepts through intra-
curricular activities, competitions, and related programs. Areas that students may explore may include, but are not limited 
to, video design, construction, digital photography, flight, forensics, manufacturing & mass production, dragster design, 
mechanical engineering, medical essay, prepared speech, problem solving, STEM animation, structural engineering, tech 
bowl, Web design, and technological design. Students participating within this class would be required to be active 
participants within the Northern Lebanon TSA chapter. Additional information about TSA can be found at 
http://tsaweb.org.       

 
 

 

http://tsaweb.org/

